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Critic of Warren Commission Disputes Film Timing of Assassination Shots 


Bv PETER KTHSS \ 

j A critic of the Warren Com- i 
'mission contended yesterday j 
that a key timing for the assas- ! 
[sination of President Kennedy l 
'should have been reckoned at ; 
!3.5 seconds instead of 5. The ; 
'contention evoKed new, although ; 
. mainly private, rebuttals. ] 

j The critic, ^ faro I d Weisbodg, 
[argued that this 
[would imply a second apsassiV 
! to account for MvCsMnrf&yiv ( 
!this key intervaJ^op^uiipty^imn 
j earlier shot^lur pcnodvit issue 
[is the timtyiXWmTV, the com- 
jmission r\csuUnit Kennedy i 
'and G^y. 3ohn\B. Connaliy Jr. ] 
jof Texa\£vVe both most prob- j 
ably wounded by Lee Harvey j 
Oswald as a lone assassin. 

Oswald's rific required 2.3 | 
second between shots — three 
could be fired in *1.6 seconds. 

, The commission held that there 
was “very persuasive evidence” 
that two bullets inflicted all the 
wounds, with one hitting both 
the President and Governor de- 
spite an apparent lialf-second 
[difference in their reactions. A 
I counterview to Mr. Wcisberg’s 
could be that speeded timing 
[would help explain such a re- 
daction difference, 
i Mr. Weisberg offered his 
[timing interpretation in his 
[second book on the case, 
"Whitewash II,” which he pub- 1 
; dished privately yesterday, and 

• j in an interview. v 

; The book ^produced a Fed- ; 
'oral Bureau of Investigation re- 1 
[port of an interview with ' 
Abraham Zapruder that said [ 
Mr. Zapruder’s movie camera, • 
which took films of the assas- 
sination, had been set to operate ' 
at 24 frames a second. This ; 
would be 30 per cent faster 1 
than the rate the F.B.I. later ; 
used in its analysis— iS.3 frames ' 

* a second. 1 \ * . 

Mr. Weisberg also cited F.B.I. ! 
testimony, included in supple- I 
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Associated Press 

A man thought to have been Lee Harvey Oswald, at left, 
Was photographed in a doorway during President Ken- 
nedy’s assassination. Billy Nolan Lovelady, right, testified 
he was that person. A new booh contradicts his testimony. 



[mental volumes of the Warren 
! report, that a filmed re-cnact- 
ment took only 3.5 seconds. 

Private rebuttals in official 
quarters held yesterday that 
this vai^attj o|*n restltp^^ ; om dif- 
ficultFiuiMiipucatii^^iat hap- 
penedVariu tnat this had been 
explained to the commission in 
deciding to rely on a five-second 
time derived from the original 
Zapruder film. 

Meanwhile, the Bell & Howell 
Company announced in Chicago 
yesterday that it had given the 
camera, which it had got from 
Mr. Zapruder for its own his- 
toric collection, to the National 
Archives, and that a United 
States marshal picked it up yes- 
terday morning. Peter G. .Peter- 


son, the company’s president, 
added: 

"We recently tested the 
camera in our engineering lab- 
oratories. Our results would 
appear to corroborate the 
F. B. I., testimony before the 
Warren commission that the 
average speed at which film 
passed through the camera was 
at 18.3 frames per second. In 
fact, our test showed the cam- 
era speed to be within less than 
one-tenth of a frame per sec- 
ond from the figure reported by 
the F. B. I.” 

-.In Dallas, meanwhile, Mr. 
i Zapruder, a manufacturer of 
[women’s -dresses, said, in re- 
sponse to a reporter’s query 
about the F.B.I. report in Mr. 


Weisberg ’3 new book, that he i 
believed he had never been in- : 
Lvrviuwuu by aii F.B.I. man. 

"I sent that camera down to I 
Washington twice to be 
checked,” Mr. Zapruder said, 
"and it was set at 18-something, 
18.8 or 18.6 frames a second. 1 1 
don't- remember ever saying il 
was 24." 

The F.B.I. document cited by ■ 
Mr. Weisberg was taken from 
the National Archives. It was 
: numbered File DL 89-43, dated - 
| Dec'. 4, 1963, and credited to 
[ Agent Robert M. Barrett. 

Mr. Weisberg is a 53-year-old 
Hyattstown, Md., writer. He 
says he was a staff member 
of a Senate civil liberties in- 
vestigating committee from 
193G to 1940 and an analyst in 
the Office of Strategic Services 
In World War II. He ran a 
poultry farm from 1948 to 
1964. 

He initially printed his first 
book, "Whitewash,” privately 
by offset for 22,500 copies. This 
week it was issued in a 95-cent 
indexed edition by the Dell Pub- 
lishing Company. Mr. Weisberg 
sayg his inquiries have put him 
into debt, but he hopes to pub- 
lish a collection of exhibits 
from the Archives next Feb- 
. ruary. 

In his new book, Mr. Weis- 
7 berg also published from the 
, Archives two of tile three 
' photographs taken by the F.B.I. 
j of Billy Nolan Lovelady, which 
l had been left out of the report 
3 and 26 supplemental volumes by 
j the Warren Commission. : ' 
i The Warren report had noted 
s that Mr. Lovelady, supported by 
i two other men, testified he was 

- the person resembling Oswald 
l who was photographed in a 

- doorway during the assassina- 
f tion. Mr. Weisberg contended 

that “tlie man in the picture 
■, camiot have been Lovelady," 
£ ajid stressed that Mr. Lovelady 
t had said he . was wearing a 
V striped shirt on the fateful day. 

In Washington, the F.B.I, re. 


fratned from comment on the tween Frames 166 and 210. The 
issues raised by Mr Weisberg. commission said the first shot 
But a check of testimony showed that hit the President struck 
that Lyndal L. Shaneyfelt, F.B.I. him at the back of the base of 
photographic expert, had testi- the neck. 

fiedhow the slower operating The Warren commission also 
rate had been calculated by the sa jd that “for a fleeting instant, 
agency. the President came back into 

The Zapruder camera, Mr. view in the telescopic lens at 
Shaheyfelt testified, and other Frame 186 as he appeared in 
cameras relied on, had been an opening among the leaves." 
loaded with film and had then Mr. Weisberg’s book notes 
been used to photograph a clock that Mr. Zapruder’s clear film 
with a large sweep - second became blurred at Frame 190 
hand in several tests “at the an( j f ol « several frames there- 
speed and conditions as de- a fter, and suggested the ama- 
scribed by the people who used teur photographer . had come 
i Uie m , cai ~ eras \ , . under stress after seeing the 

The Zapruder ca mera, he went president wounded 

Dallas, Mr. Zapruder said 
ffconf” d a "certain amount of fuzziness" 

‘ The average was understood the , U,e * 

to take in different sections of P 

the ; film from the beginning Possibly I could have jogged 
when ’ r was Tightly wuSd, to v ho *“»?» when the President 

the .end, where it would be ' , n t - X 'T 

setting run down , panoramlng when it happened, 

Itfvva^ Mr? Slianeyfelt who ^ wouid make it a little 

He noted the film has "a 

Majj; 24 ,1964, in i Dallas for rep con t lnuous mo tion,” instead at ■ 
resentatives or the commission, . . s tnT, oaff(( vMw' - 
the fr. B. I. and the Secret^ervJ^;^^^ 


the F. B. I. and the Secret v3erv- 
ice. ^ 1 

In; his book, Mr. Weisberg / 
disputed the positioning of cars 
and .^photographing points used 
in the reconstruction, and noted 
that, the use of a car different 
from the Presidential limousine 
hadirequired an acknowledged 
adjustment because stand-ins 
for the President and Governor; 
Connaliy were sitting 10 inches; 
higher than in the original case. 

The film sequence involved 
starts at Zapruder Frame 222! 
and iends at Frame 313, which 
shovys President Kennedy being 
fatally shot in the head. The 
cominission; headed by Chief 
Justice Earl Warren, held that 
the president was probably first 
hit ^between Frames 210 and 
225, the basis that an assas- 
sin’ view from a sixth-fioor 
window would have been ob- 
structed by oak tree foliage be- 



